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Pathways
Thoughts of the Day...

In this issue...
“I am going to identify my
behaviours and set triggers to
achieve my best.”
“I am going to reflect on the
behaviours we expect from our
staff.”
“I have learnt how to view
situations in a different way.”

Leadership Conference
with Damian Hughes
“a brilliant conference very inspiring”
Key Dates
19th September 2018
New to Phonics Course

“The power of positive thinking and
making sure this happens every
day.”
“A great range of speakers. Please
continue to invite inspirational
speakers to the Island.”

27th September 2018
Learning Support
Assistant and Teaching
Assistant Network
Meeting
3rd October 2018

Leadership Conference
On a warm and sunny Friday, the Island Teaching Alliance held their first Leadership Conference at the
Quay Arts Centre. The conference was opened by Anita Warwick from the Forest Learning Alliance, who
set the theme of the conference, in terms of getting the right balance of leading and managing and
‘thriving not surviving!’ Anita introduced the High Sheriff, Gioia Minghella-Giddens, a teacher herself for
twenty-five years. She talked passionately about her love of the Isle of Wight and the fabulous
opportunities that we as leaders, have to change the future of our children’s lives, but also be leaders for
others to follow. We are hoping to get a copy of Gioia’s poignant words to share with everyone.
Next came Matt Miller from the National Governor’s Association. An ex senior detective in the
Metropolitan police, who is now a National Leader of Governance. We are sure his story from detective
to Governor must have been an interesting journey! Matt spoke passionately about Leadership and
Governance and has offered to work on the Island, developing training and opportunities for our school
Governors. Look out for more information in September.
After a cooling tea break, we were engaged by Damian Hughes, who shared stories, research and life
experiences of how he supports behaviours in teams and people across the world. This was linked
creatively to questions and issues that arose from the audience as the morning progressed. Damian’s
thought processes were always brought back to answer the question posed. We believe that we could
have continued listening to Damian for far longer than the time allowed, as he captivated the audience
and questioned, not only our own behaviours, but the behaviours of others. There was some very simple
advice offered, that will continue to impact on our leadership and understanding of achieving the best
from our schools and all those within.
The heat was definitely rising at this point in the afternoon, but our MP, Bob Seely, took to the floor to
talk a little bit about his vision of the Isle of Wight and to answer questions from the audience. The day
was concluded with a very moving and inspirational life story from Wendy Smith, a Paralympian, who
shared her journey to success, by overcoming life-changing circumstances. We all left knowing that we
can rise to any challenge that faces us on the Isle of Wight and make our education and learning great. We
have to dig deep and believe we can.
We would like to thank the team who supported the Conference and ensured it all ran smoothly. A superb
conference and the first of many.

NQT Autumn Conference
7th November 2018
Early Years Conference Alistair Bryce Clegg

Early Years Meet and
Magpie
The best one yet!

Thank You
Reflections of the year
and plans for things to
come.

“Ask not what your
Island can do for you,
but what you can do for
your Island.”

@ITAadmin
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Early Years Meet and Magpie
We were bowled over by the number of people that turned up
for our first Early Years Meet and Magpie at Broadlea Primary
School. We were treated to a tour of their Early Years learning
environment and saw an example of a model classroom set up
to continue this into Year One. There was lots of talk of how we
can magpie these ideas to transfer into our own settings. It was
lovely to see table top presentations from Broadlea, Nine Acres
and Barton Primary schools around the theme of Phonics and
early writing, which highlighted the talent and dedication we
have here on the Isle of Wight.

“Great ideas that I can apply to my class,
particularly early writing and the outdoor learning
environment.”

The evening concluded with three talks on developing early
writing, transition from Reception to Year One and Forest
Schools. The feedback was extremely positive and have taken
on your ideas for future meetings, we are listening to you.
Thank you to all the presenters and Broadlea for hosting this
event.

Thank You
We just wanted to take a little space to say a huge “thank you” for all
the support the Island Teaching Alliance has received this year from
friends and colleagues. A year ago, all the ideas were just those: ideas,
but by working together, we have made these ideas real and impacted
on educational professionals across the Island. We cannot make this
change without you and change we will continue to do as we look
forward to the coming year, where we hope to complete our application
to gain full Teaching School status, then we will have the best
opportunities to support our Island and our children.
.
FREE Learning Support Assistant
Network Meeting
The Island Teaching Alliance would like to
invite Learning Support Assistants and
Teaching Assistants to our very first
Network Meeting at Nine Acres Primary
School on Thursday 27th September 2018
at 2pm.
This is an opportunity for Learning Support
Assistants and Teaching Assistants to put
forward their ideas and suggestions for
future training programmes on the Isle of
Wight. We would also like to plan a series of
Network Meetings for Learning Support
Assistants and Teaching Assistants to share
practice and develop their skills.
For Headteachers, this is an opportunity for
us to develop a bespoke training package for
our support staff on the Isle of Wight. We
feel that this is a good starting place to
ensure that Teaching, Learning and
pedagogy is supported at all levels.

Early Years Conference
7th November 2018
Keynote Speaker:

Alistair Bryce-Clegg
Alistair was head teacher of a
very successful three-form entry
infant school and Early Years
Unit for 10 years. Alongside his
headship he worked an EYFS
consultant working with a
diverse range of settings to help
them to enhance their EYFS
practice. In 2009 Alistair left
headship and went into full time
consultancy. He is now the proud
owner of ABC Does.

“Continue great training events to share ideas in
different settings.”
NQT Programme 2018-19

New to Phonics

Our new NQT programme, in partnership
with Portswood Teaching School Alliance,
begins this September with a welcome
reception, followed by personal visits to
school and a range of training
opportunities. These will include:

A training session led by
Dr Miranda Dodd.

Autumn Conference

Wednesday 19th September 2018
1.30-4.30pm
This course will look at:
Why phonics is important.

Wednesday 3rd October 2018 - Novotel
Hotel Southampton 8.45am - 3.45pm

Key terminology and elements of phonics.

What it means to be a professional
(including Core Standards)

Structure of a phonics teaching session.

Progression in phonics.

What Outstanding teaching looks like
Behaviour for learning
Time management
Child Protection

Enabling children to apply their phonics
knowledge.
A range of phonics games and activities.

Course cost: £25 per person.
To book: please email
headteacher@gurnardprimaryschool.co.uk

Managing Relationships
There is still time to book your NQTs onto
our accredited programme.

Please complete the following survey to
book places:

Please email
admin@islandteachingalliance.co.uk

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
r/6TYMS9M

Training Programme and Appropriate Body
cost £650 per NQT

Location: Gurnard Primary School

The success of the Island Teaching Alliance is about the forming of partnerships, trust, communication and co-operation to find a pathway to success for all.

