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In this issue... 

Key Dates  
 

6th December 2018 

LSA Network Meeting 

Follow Up Session 

 

16th January 2019 

NQT Spring Conference 

 

17th January 2019  

Headspace -Tea and 

Cakes for Heads 

 

18th October 2019  

Early Years Conference 

Early Years Conference 

with Alistair Bryce-Clegg 

“Very informative and 

engaging.” 

LSA Network Meeting 

Getting together and 

sharing practice 

“Ask not what your 

Island can do for you, 

but what you can do for 

your Island.” 

Thoughts of the Day... 

 

“I knew I would enjoy the 

conference, but it has given me 

much more confidence to talk to 

Ofsted and the LA LLP about why 

our EYFS looks as it does and the 

aims and ethos underpinning the 

practice.” 

 

“It made me feel excited to get back 

to an Early Years setting and 

reminded me of why I enjoy my 

job.” 

 

“One of the most inspiring and REAL 

training I’ve been on. Hilariously 

relatable. Could have listened to you 

all day and really didn’t want the 

day to end. Thank you.” 

Email: admin@islandteachingalliance.co.uk 

Excellence in Early Years Conference 
“I had such a great day at the Isle of Wight Early Years Conference. Even the fire alarm 

didn’t stop us championing all things Early Years. Thank you for making me so 

welcome.” - Alistair Bryce Clegg at ABC Does. 

 

On Wednesday November 7th 2018, Alistair Bryce-Clegg came across the water to enthral and treat 
Island Early Years practitioners with his Excellence in Early Years Conference and how the theory 
translates into effective everyday practice. He shared his belief that the Early Years setting should be 
the best place to learn and achieve. Through humour, anecdotes and real–life examples, he showed 
the potential we have to really engage children in their learning through quality play and 
experiences in a stimulating environment. He talked us through how a well planned environment 
underpins quality play experiences that, when delivered by skilful practitioners, is a guaranteed 
recipe for success. There were many tried and tested strategies that he shared to help us achieve 
this goal.  

It was very clear that the concept of continuous provision is so important to the child’s learning and 
it’s the enhancements that bring theme and interests to life. Alistair shared with us how to link the 
environment with ongoing assessment and to show that children are making progress within their 
play.  

The feedback from those attending was very positive as many laughed their way through the day, 
but left with renewed enthusiasm and excitement for developing the very best early years provision. 
It allowed us time to reflect  and to plan what we would put in place on our return to school and to 
strengthen our own knowledge of the key elements of the Early Years environment inside and 
outside and why we should be championing quality play in Early Years and through into Key Stage 
One.  

You can visit Alistair’s website abcdoes.com for more information and ideas. We are already 
planning next year’s Early Years Conference with Keeping Early Years Unique, scheduled for Friday 
18th October 2019. 

NQTs and ITT 

Pathway to Teaching 
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The success of the Island Teaching Alliance is about the forming of partnerships, trust, communication and co-operation to find a pathway to success for all.  

FREE LSA Network Meeting 

After a very positive first meeting, 

on 27th September, our LSAs have 

been visiting each other in their 

schools to grow and enable them 

to support excellent outcomes for 

all our children. 

We are very keen to support our 

LSAs in their personal and 

professional development by 

sharing best practice we can ensure 

that our children benefit from all 

the great ideas around our schools 

on the Isle of Wight. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 

6th December where we will share 

feedback from our visits and shape 

our futures. 

If you were unable to make the 

first session, please come along to 

this one and share. It is being held 

at Nine Acres Primary School at 

2.00pm. 

Early Years Conference 

18th October 2019  
 

Keynote Speakers:  

Keeping Early Years Unique  
Kym Scott - Challenge in the Early 

Years  

Kathryn Solly -  Creative, quality play -

based learning  

Elaine Bennett - Making Maths 

Marvellous  

 

Through the power of Keeping Early 

Years Unique (KEYU), a group of 

experienced and knowledgeable Early 

Years trainers and practitioners have 

come together to share the voice of 

KEYU far and wide in their own work, 

in their writing and by coming 

together at national and international 

events. 

‘Headspace’ 

We are putting on tea and cake at 

Bluebell’s Café on  

Thursday 17th January 2019 at 

3.30pm  

for Headteachers to meet and talk 

about Headship.  

This will provide time away from 

school for you to reflect, share, meet 

and catch up with other 

Headteachers on the Island, both 

new and established to the 

profession.  

It is a new year, so let’s get talking! 

Schools Direct Initial Teacher Training 
 

Great news! We are now working in partnership with Southampton University and can offer 
Schools Direct PGCE with QTS for September 2019. Applications are now open on the UCAS 
website with the Course Code 3DS2. 
 
Our programme will suit people who aspire to become excellent primary teachers and want 
to gain an understanding of some of the theory underpinning effective teaching and learning 
in order to improve their practice. 
 
We are looking for creative, reflective and dynamic practitioners who are committed to 
promoting the learning of all children in our classes and to help every child make progress in 
their primary education. Planned and delivered in close collaboration with practising teachers 
in Isle of Wight primary schools, the primary course introduces you to the whole primary 
curriculum while providing a secure basis for you to learn how most effectively to plan, teach 
and assess subjects of the National Curriculum and to organise and manage a classroom, for 
children aged 5-11 years. 
 
The course aims to develop your subject knowledge through a range of teaching and learning 
approaches: workshops, seminars, lectures and demonstrations, fieldwork and micro-
teaching activities, independent and group research, and through reading and writing 
activities. The assignments include a high degree of choice and strongly link theory and 
practice. As well as preparing you to teach across the Primary Curriculum, you will also have 
several opportunities to personalise your course and begin exploring areas of specialism such 
as Science, MFL and English through additional opportunities. 

NQTs 
It was lovely to meet all our new NQTs this Autumn Term and the good news is 

the future of the teaching profession is bright! Roisin, from Portswood Teaching 

School Alliance, completed an introductory session and talked about the support 

for the year. We have now allocated Assessors, from Isle of Wight schools, who 

will be visiting each of our NQTs before the end of the Autumn Term. The NQTs 

have attended the Autumn Conference, a twilight on behaviour and training and 

visits to schools with a focus on Assessment for Learning.  

 

The twilight session explored the challenges of behaviour that we all face in the 

classrooms at different times and how to get through the difficult times and build 

resilience.  

NQT Programme 2018-19 

Our new NQT programme, in partnership 

with Portswood Teaching School Alliance is 

underway. Events still to come include: 

Spring Conference  

Wednesday 16th January 2019- Novotel 

Hotel Southampton 8.45am - 3.45pm 

Making science exciting  

Effective literacy teaching – engaging 

readers and writers 

Progression in Maths skills 

Network Support Meeting 

Stretch and Challenge 

Spring Conference  

Wednesday 19th June 2019- Novotel Hotel 

Southampton 8.45am - 3.45pm 

Reflections on the Year and my development 

Introduction to Leadership 

Into the second Year—Curriculum 

Leadership and Performance Management 

Time management – Work life balance 

LSAs, building professional working 

relationships and sharing their ideas for future 

developments. 
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